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talked about Drug Testing for Students; Thom-
as Lamson, Vanessa Hinton and Monica
Brooks from Spaulding High School spoke
about the Attack on Individual Rights; Jack
Fleisher and Elden Kelly from Mt. Mansfield
High School talked about Alternative Energy
Vehicles; Jonathan Edmondson from Rice Me-
morial High School spoke about Arafat: Lead-
er of Freedom Fighters or Terrorist Leader;
Tim Fitzgerald from Rice Memorial High
School spoke about US Aid to Third World
Countries; Elizabeth Christolini from Rice Me-
morial High School talked about Bettering
Education; Rebecca Lee Marquis from Rice
Memorial High School talked about a Multi-
national Impact; Timothy Plante from Rice Me-
morial High School addressed the issue of
Israel and Palestine: Change of Leadership
For Progress; Hailey Davis from Rice Memo-
rial High School discussed Is NATO Nec-
essary?; and Pierson Booher also of Rice Me-
morial High School discussed the issue of The
Arab-Israel Conflict and America’s Position.

I am extremely proud of all of the students
who attended this Town Meeting. I was deeply
impressed by their testimony and applaud
their initiative in seeking to make their commu-
nities a better place in which to live. Too often,
in my view, the media focuses on the prob-
lems facing young people. As a nation we do
not pay enough attention to the hard and con-
structive work being done by millions of stu-
dents and their teachers all across our nation.

Let me conclude by thanking all of the young
people and their teachers for their participa-
tion.
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U.S. MARSHALS SERVICE
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Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
speak about a little-known but tremendously
important part of the Department of Justice:
the United States Marshals Service. The Mar-
shals play a critical role in areas we take for
granted, such as court security and prisoner
transportation. And for that, the Marshals
should be applauded.

However, I recently learned of the efforts of
an elite part of the Marshals Service—the
Special Operations Group (SOG). Lead by
Commander Scott Flood and Executive Officer
Walter ‘‘Keith’’ Ernie, the Special Operations
Group is based in Camp Beauregard, Lou-
isiana. This all-volunteer team of more than 90
professionals is to be commended for their
willingness to take on any assignment, no
matter how dangerous, in pursuit of Justice
and the safety and stability of our country.

Just last weekend, members of the Special
Operations Group flew to Puerto Rico to deal

with protesters on Vieques Island, while others
came to Virginia to provide special protection
for those being prosecuted in America’s war
on terrorism. During the September 11th cri-
sis, the Special Operations Group helped se-
cure airports around the country, preserve evi-
dence at the Pentagon and World Trade Cen-
ter crash sites, and protect federal judges and
courthouses from other threats.

While much of this is all in a day’s work, I
am amazed that this group of men and
women actually volunteer to take on the extra
challenges and greater dangers of being a
SOG member. Those in the Special Oper-
ations Group receive no extra pay. Yet, the
training and the missions are incredibly de-
manding. And the demands are not just on the
members themselves, but on their families—
being a member of SOG requires extensive
travel away from wives, husbands, and chil-
dren.

Nevertheless, Commander Flood and his
team work quietly outside of the spotlight to
make sure that the tough jobs get done.

Much of what SOG does cannot be dis-
cussed on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Nevertheless, I believe that the
men and women of the United States Mar-
shals Service’s Special Operations Group are
true heroes. And I, for one, am grateful for
their service to our Nation.
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